
SUMMERLAND UNITED CHURCH 
celebrating faith 

seeking justice and 
serving others in a loving community 

 
 

Welcome to our Sunday Service  
Rev Paul James - Presiding 
Sunday, January 16th, 2022 

 

 
 
 
 

TEAMWORK MAKES SUNDAY WORSHIP HAPPEN 
Words of Welcome:  Dixie Rosher 

Scripture Reading:  Ron Rosher 
PowerPoint Creation:  Judi Ritcey  

Office:  250-494-1514 
Pastoral Care: Rev. Paul James 

Box 155, Summerland, BC V0H 1Z0 
summerlanduc@shaw.ca   www.summerlandunited.bc.ca 

Church is open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10:00 – 2:00 
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GATHERING TIME 9:45 a.m. 
INTRODUCTION & TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Paul 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BELL RINGING Judi 

 
WORDS OF WELCOME Dixie Rosher 
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO VIEW THE CONGREGATION 

 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE Paul 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   

With steadfast love, God calls our names.   
Come drink deeply from the fountain of life. 
We are ready to hear the Word of God.  
We want to be guided by eternal truth. 
Reach out to claim the gifts God pours out on us.  
The Spirit is eager to inspire an empower each one. 
When God calls us, we cannot remain silent.  
When Christ is real to us, we accept our discipleship 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
How awesome it is that you care for us, God of all life!  Your delight in us brings out our best. 
When you rejoice in us, we come to believe in our capacity for goodness. When your light 
and salvation dawn in our lives, we want to share the joy. Remind us now of the gifts you so 
freely bestow.  Help us to recognize them in ourselves and in one another, that we may use 
them to serve people in need and give glory to your name.                                                                     
 
WE SING TOGETHER – VU 684 Make Me A Channel of Your Peace  

 
SCRIPTURE READING – John 2: 1-11 Ron Rosher 

John 2:1-11 - New Revised Standard Version 

The Wedding at Cana 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the 
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the 
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jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, 
and take it to the chief steward.” So, they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

Reader:  These words come from the Scriptures of our traditions.  
All: May we find wisdom for our daily lives. 

REFLECTION –“Party On’ Paul 
 
We SING TOGETHER – VU 574 Come Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love 

   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Paul  
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 
OFFERING  Paul 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

The fruit of our hands,  
the fruit of our minds, the fruit of our hearts. 
Help us to offer you these things, O God,  
in gratitude for the grace you have poured out on us. 
May these fruits be a means of extending your grace  
within and beyond these walls to all of creation.  Amen. 
 
WE SING TOGETHER – VU 642 Be Thou My Vision 

  
BLESSING Paul 
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATIONS PROVIDES A ROAD MAP TO VITALITY 

“We want to help communities of faith re-focus on core principles of church health.” 

Vancouver School of Theology just celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. The school, which receives support through 
Mission & Service, has thrived for over half a century 
thanks to your generosity. 

“We are committed to serve and support the church,” 
says VST’s President and Vice-Chancellor Richard 
Topping. To that end, the school has big plans for the 
coming year: to expand facilities in order to create more 
teaching space for its growing student body, to begin new 
partnerships, and to invest in helping congregations 

flourish. 
“Many congregations struggle with issues of viability: for example, managing and maintaining 
buildings, paying for staff, and other related expenses. Through our Congregational Vitality 
through Community Engagement project, we want to help communities of faith re-focus on 
core principles of church health and begin to explore new ways of becoming a thriving 
church,” says Topping. 
Right now, through the Congregational Vitality Initiative, VST is working hard to identify the 
challenges that congregations are facing and help them see what the future might look like. As 
the research unfolds, VST will gather the best resources and practices that lead to 
congregational vitality and make them available to the whole church. With proven resources in 
hand, congregations will be equipped to become more healthy and vital. For communities of 
faith that are struggling or need extra support, the school plans to offer hands-on support. 
“Your gifts are crucial to the work of our school. It is a source of encouragement to our work 
during these days when the whole of our operations is online because of COVID-19 
restrictions. Through the hard work and dedication of a staff, faculty, and student body, who 
not only work hard but also care deeply, we have been able to continue keep our calling: to 
educate and form thoughtful, engaged, and generous Christian leaders for the church and the 
world in the 21st century,” says Topping. 
Thank you for your gifts through Mission & Service. By supporting theological education, you 
ensure not only that the church has strong leaders but also equip them and the whole of the 
church with a roadmap to vitality, too. Thank you. 
 
 

Photo Credit: Vancouver School of Theology 
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